DANIELA COMANI

The multimedia work of Daniela Comani touches subjects like history, language
and identity. She often works with photos and texts from newspapers, television
and books that allegedly appear familiar to us. Foreignness and intimacy, history
and interpretation, and the mechanisms of comprehension are her concerns.
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MY FILM HISTORY -
DANIELA COMANTI’S TOP 100 FILMS

Book and instaiiation: 100 DVD boxes, 25 movies posters, different sizes.

in response to canonicai iists iike the "AFi Top 100,” Danieia Comani has created her own
list of timeless film masterpieces and illustrated that list with the movie posters for each

fiim. in “Comani’s Top 100%, however, gender assignments are reversed: Bunuei's “Belie de
Jour* becemes “Beau de Jeur“ and Catherme Deneuve is suddenly mustachieed ,,AII The

President's Women* y the IDVEIY Dustin Hoffman and Robert KEDTDI’E now wear red IipSIICK
Comani mtends the serles to unfeld slowly, one by one, Ilke awave ef historical reuersals
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“Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown* were men? This kind of detournement is
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y
he Western literary canon, to contemporary European magazines, and, in fact, to the key
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My Film History - Daniela Comani’s Top 700 Films, installation: Print on PVC, 270 x 420 cm, 100 DVDs boxes, 1 film catalogue, 350 x 1200 cm.
Installation view: MAMbo - Museo d"arte Moderna, Bologna, 2013
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NEUERSCHEINUNGEN

HERAUSGEGEBEN VON DANIELA COMANI
New Publications edited by Daniela Comani

Book and series, 51 piezo prints on Photo Rag, 28 x 20 cm each

“Neuerscheinungen hrsg. von Daniela Comani” (new publications edited by Daniela
Comani) presents books we are all acquainted with, well-known classics that adorn our
bookshelves. Dostoyevsky, Cervantes, Flaubert, Hemingway, Antoine de Saint-Exupéry
or Robert Musil. Books we once read or should have read, now endowed with a certain
sense of nostalgia, of past certainties. Or does she? Have we really ever encountered
«The Sisters Karamazov», «Dona Quixote», «Monsieur Bovary», «The Old Woman and
the Sea», «La Petite Princesse» or «Die Frau ohne Eigenschaften»?

The protagonists of world literature, most of them male, undergo a miraculous gender

transformation, seriously challenging our established notions of literary type and roles.
- Orlando was here!
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Daniela Comani, 8 photographs from the series New Publications edited by Daniela Comani, 2008, Piezo Prints on PhotoRag 300gr, 28 x 20 cm sach



Newverscheinungen hrsg. von Daniela Comani, 52 Piezo Prints auf PhotoRag, je 28 x 20 cm, 2008, Ansicht; Charlie James Gallery, Los Angeles, 2011
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Neuverscheinungen hrsg. von Daniela Comani, 51 Piezo Prints auf Photo Rag, je 28x20cm, 2008, Installationsfoto: Centre d'Art Passerelle, Brest 2010







EINE GLUCKLICHE EHE / A Happy Marriage

Piezo prints on Photo Rag, each 50 x 60 cm and digital prints on PVC 200 x 270 cm

In these photographs | appear twice, as man and woman, i.e. | play both parts of the couple.
| am interested in sexual identity as an open arena dealing with minimal differences rather
than total disguise. The clothes and accessories act like visual clues and are taken from my
own wardrobe. When looking at this double-gendered role-split self, people often are quite
amused, an amusement than can easily switch from merry fun to gender trouble.

>>.... By contrast, Daniela Comani stages herself in her extensive photo series “Eine
glickliche Ehe* (A Happy Marriage) as both husband and wife in a modern intellectual
marriage in which sexual roles are no longer supposed to exist. And jet the differences
in their postures tell a different story. The inequality within the equality of the female
protagonist makes this a subtle and subversive game.<<

Frank Wagner, The Eighth Square. Observations on an Exhibition Experiment, in: The Eighth Square, Gender, Life, and Desire in the visual Arts since 1960,
edited by Museum Ludwig, Hatje Cantz Verlag, 2006
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Dankxla Comani, sus der Serie: Eine giickiche Elve, Pezo Printa, (o b0 x 60 und 200 x 270 em, Museum im Kulturspeicher, Wilrzbang, 2007
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Danlgla Comanl, Falosone Eine gluckiiche Ehe, digital photo frame, Installatlonsioto; [Talions, Ambasciata italiana, Berlin 2010
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ICH WAR’S. TAGEBUCH 1900-1999
It was me. Diary 1900-1999

The project , It was me. Diary 1900-1999" exists in three versions: as audio cd, as digital big
print on net vinyl and as book (2002, 2005, 2006). Languages German, ltalian, English and more

>> As the work’s title already suggests, It was me. Diary 1900-1999) is a diary - albeit a very
special one. Written in the first person, it reports on important events of the twentieth century
in its 365 entries. For example, the fictional narrator (which in the Italian version is feminine)
signs the treaty dissolving the Warsaw Pact on 31st March, is killed on 2nd June by police
bullets during a demonstration in West Berlin, blocks the path of an army tank on Tiananmen
Square, Beijing, two days later, only to attack a Vietnamese street-vendor in Hoyerswerda,
Germany, on the 17th of September.

Daniela Comani has written a diary of the twentieth century as though all the events actually
happened to her. From one day to the next, from one report to the next, she is a passive
witness, then an activist, then victim, then perpetrator. In this way she is seemingly the
initiator of these twentieth-century historical events. As in her other works (for example,

A Happy Marriage, photographic series, 2003-2007), here Daniela Comani’s command of
roleplaying is masterful.

The events in ich war’s are not in chronological order, nor does the selection follow the
criteria of official historiography. “Through of the personally motivated selection of facts, a
kind of vortex of events develops. Names and places change, actions repeat themselves:
Discoveries, inventions, elections, changes of government, wars, assassinations, new-born
babies, kidnappings, etc. & The first-person narrator runs breathlessly - as perpetrator and
victim - trhough the history of a century, her century”. ' <<

Text by Inke Arns in: History will repeat tself, Revolver - Archiv filr akfuelle Kunst, Frankfurt am Main 2007
(1) Editorial note in ;Danieir Comand, ich war's. Tagebuch 15900=71599, Revolver = &rchiv fir aktuelle Kunst, Frankfurt am Main, 2005
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ars, Tagebech T300-1333, Print auf PVC, 300 x 500 cm, Installationsioto: History will repeal self, Hartwaro MedienKunst




Danieds Comani, ol war's. Tagebich 71800-71805, Wand- und Audiodinstallation, Aussielungslolis: History Wil repesl itseil, KW Institute for Contemporary Arl, Berlin, 2007
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n three hours, the flight costs 365 irancs. March 23xrd. On the island oi Crete I begin the excavation oi the buried city Knossos, b
ia. I continue the air raids I hegan. Maroh 26th. Due to the Liberian oil tanker Torrey Canyon, which I am in charge of, collid

(] Lnrﬂuhﬂ hnL b“IuEIli * I'H.,.H LU I.I.I,L J,J.vl_.]... Ul] hul.. Lln.ljh J. .I.L_L.l. “L“’TJ ZIL-UJJL.D .I...I.l .II.I\‘J \.un't PU!..ELL*‘ ﬂ.{ld unl_ln. Lﬁtu thl._. IlﬂtCJ.t I lc&!-:. E..-.'. Il-lill.ﬁ.i

NG« The topic is the rESUItu oi the elections, Silvio Berlusconi has won with a right-wing coalition. March 30th. London. At Christics
e film ‘Der blaue Jngel by Joset von Sternberg has its premibre. Aiter the show I go to Hollywood. April 2md. I occupy the British co:
in Iuther King, who is standing on the balcony of the motel Lorraine. He dies in hospital an hour aiter the attaci. April 5th. Fra:
iroops. April 8th. After 3 years of restauration work I reopen the Sixtine Chapel. The Japanese TV company Kippon Television financia.
parliament elections in Japan I allow women to vote for the first time. April 1l%h. Berlin, Kuriilirstendamm. I have been severely ywoul
I circle the earth on the spaceship Vostok I. April 13th. USA. I am sentenced to 35 years in prison because of a bank robbery. Apxril .
» stadium, when suddenly I pour in with 4000 additional fans. 95 people are squashed to death, more than 170 are injured. The sem]
led Khmer take the capital under my leadership. April 18th. Earthquake in San Fransisco. Today at 5 in the morning the first quake wa.
building is destroyed by my car bomb: 167 dead. April 20th. Today is my birthday. I am the gueut ol honor At the UFA palace near th
da for 2 kopeks. April 23rd. In Berlin I opened the Palace oi the Republic, seat of the People's Chamber of the German Democratic Re
burg in Baden=-wiirttemberg. I try to prevent the transport to the temporary storage site at Gorleben in Lower Saxony. April 26th. In
otal and controlled disarmament and explain: We will never have peace in the shadow of rockets. April 28th. Few York. Constance Col
ni and his lover Claretta Petacci on the Piazzale Loreto in iiilano for everyone to see, heads down. April 30th. Hamburg, tennis tuu
+ May 3rd. Victory for the conservatives at the elections in the House oi Commons: I become the British Prime liinister. May 4th. T
ants, 2 trainers. May 5th. Hear Adrianoc on the a?lnnd of Sieily, Eurelius, my first solar pn"er plant ln Eurape, suppllas elnctrit
the German Farliament on ihe Uﬂd 0oi Liberation: hulLi, like 1nnucence, 15 not CDLLECFLYE; but pEIhOﬂﬂL . HiJ ,Tﬂ- aiuﬁiﬁﬂri, STAR
aribaldi street in Buenos Aires I kidnapped Adolf Eichmann, who had been hiding under the ialse name oif Ricardo Klement. May 12th. B
ecided that my oil company has to be dissolved into a trust. The Standard Oil Company of New Jersey, my proprietary company, contro
» constitution. May 18th. US state of Washington. The volcano kt. St. Helens erupts. The eruption spews ash and bits of stone 20 km
illion by kiles van der Rohe is a flat building out of steel, green glass, yellow onyx and an open construction with iree standing wa
te secretary of the US, because of his statements about the Italian communists. May 2lst. I 1ly over the Atlantic in 33 hours and 29
section of the zreeva;. Giovanni Falcune, his vlie, the ju&ge Francesca lorvillo, and the bodyguards are killed in the ,C8r on the
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survived the war, as it doesn't At into the concept of the socialist city planning. May 31s8t. I find the corpse of Rosa Luxemburg in
York. Valerie Solanas shoots at me with a Beretta 32. I am badly hurt and taken to hospital. Jume 4th. Beijing, Tiananmen Square.
0y the Iragqui atomic reactor site Tazum near Baghdad shortly before its completion. Jume 8th. Cologne. In the fight to be number on
invalidated. Junme 12th. I (aiter having disappeared in the GDR under the false name Eva-liaria Schnell) was arrested today in lagde
ito Radicale and have been given a seat in parliament. June 16th. I have started on a flight around the world with the spaceship Vo
e western occupation zones. The Reichsmark loses its value, I replace it with the German kiark. Jume 20th. USA. I have been sentenc
al Union. Jume 22nd. I attend the World Championship football game in the Volkspark stadium in Hamburg: The German Democratic Repu
rstrom, I arrive in Berlin. I have driven my car, an Adler Standard, around the world for the last 2 years and 1 month, passing th
) against plans of assasination I start a rocket attack on the Iraqi capital Baghdad. Jume 28th. Las Vegas. In a boxing iight I b
i in the German Democratic Republic as well. With my last notes I bought a pipe on the Schﬁnnnuser Allee, Jnlr 1et. After 156 yea:
ands on Mars. July 5th. 10th Berlin Film Festival: I won the prize for best director for my fAlm 'Breathless’. July 6th. Berlin. I
troy the Soviet capital Moscow. July 9th. StraBlach near Munich. I kill the Siemens manager Earl Heinz Beckurts and his driver
est area Ior puclear weapons. July 1llth. Somewhere in the world the five billionth human being is born. In a symbolic act I cong
$ Wercouri answered: I wAs bornm a Greek and will die a Greek. Pattakos was born a fascist and will die a fascist . July 13th. I exc
1 the elevators get stuck. Two important power planis that pruvlde the city with electricity have been hit by lightning. I repair
tJ of German Art. I inaugurate the exhibition ‘Degenerate Art’. July 19th. Paris. During the World Exhibition I opened the Arst 1l
itroys the headquarters of the British mandate troops in Palestlne, accommodated in the hotel King David. 91 people die, more thar
are fished out of the river. Italian art historians agree that the heads are sculptures by Amedeo hodigliani. It was, however, a ]
first test tube baby is born: LOUISE- July 2T7th. Gn the island of Java in Indonesia a Cholera epidemic breaks out. I catch it. Jul
iren). July 31st. In the encyclical ‘Bumanae vitae' I say no to the contraceptive pill. August 1st. In Berlin I open the Summer 03



ait o, Journal T200=-1999. orint on nel vimy, SO0 x T000 crr, Le Fr niemps de Septembore, Musee Les Abattolrs, Toulouse, 2012



Doy 1T 797t (1o, T,

la by

AeDu "3 drogyidian, i

1 =
rompus S 8 cxéation g'yy 3

aq "

l.'ra

Vp T, M

g, Yoy ‘"“nt b LT
¢l r Sty ritly g g (L
W Yot W Dy, P iy, 2 gty Ll
Ork, 8 gy th 1 0, 0 Uy gl e
a . Jh uI]qu I]'-I'ﬁ '.lﬂ:i \ r;'.*.'.‘l.ﬁ.“"-;__m"' Yoy,
QUi o0 Wby, g o s b, e, Pt e -
a n ﬁnt e 0§ Hr’f%t;e‘qlﬁii}:rzﬁ'{:q 1&‘
g g1 %8 et 1y 1 Mo B i i AN
ouy tlg Da"'?ia 8 log f‘rﬁ'ﬂiaiiiu ) ;.&‘ej: SR
TOLgu'sy o of Wby 2 Lo 2 R LA
T 2l CNpgg g gy ] g T T g ey R
e TolL pgpy® L Pl SN T
S égy B B0urte gy g vt 2ok diggy s i g i
PE1ens darg 1y e 00 T, gy o s om TR
s 6 ¥ sy T e R i
* O NOVembre. i prex S0t 3 oo, 1 ] e N
mih LLE R ooges s Wleng
Premibre nission yur bresmeys, e s o L e

juﬁte &?I‘bﬁ qu'Hitler ait quitté le rest

signe 1 armistice avec la France.

la secte
,enfﬂ-ll*-'ﬁ) o 3 1’16

BUrart, 7 persomnes swt Vb, 5 Vet L;umm S e, kg

12 M| J'ﬁl ‘.I'.H.igﬂ.'l'i le Hﬂk‘iﬂiﬁhﬂﬂlﬁildﬂmhpqm:-

eﬂtre 1 or' jang? :
EF?..-i déc%?f'le‘bte lziu 3’.1.’1.1.1 Jﬁiﬂwﬂfds

i ,
5 g e
wse, 2012

okt amn Tdati] i jm | biziadicd
L5 lechiots Ligisativs m Nidso r-ﬂu;le!auﬂ_ﬁlnml

nmm . Islamabad. Je remporie s i &

. el da Tegle se st i B

d“f‘ ' tegit refugie 2,
anc

5, Toul



-

Daniela Comani, C'était moi. Journal 1900-1999, print on net vinyl, 400 x 1600 cm, Centre d'Art Passerelle, Brest, France, 2010
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Daniela Comand, lch war's, Tagebewoh {800-1255, Audioinstallation, G0 1h, Transmediale0d - conspirel, Haus der Kulturen der Welt, Berlin, 2008
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ALEXANDERPLATZ. 1805-2007

It was me. Around Alexanderplatz in 32 days.
1805-2007

Competition ,,U2 Alexanderplatz®, Neue Gesellschaft fiir Bildende Kunst e.V (NGBK)
32 billboards, each 187x377cm, Alexanderplatz Station, Berlin
October 25, 2007 - 29. February 29, 2008

Daniela Comani opens a 200 years old history book and uses the billboards in the

U2 Alexanderplatz station to describe real events which took place around Alexanderplatz.
Written in typewriterstyle and in the first person singular, the chronicle resembles a private
diary with the artist as the originator of the events.
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PRINTED WOMEN

slide projection, 2000-2001 and poster, 2008

Daniela Comani’s works are related to questions concerning history, language and identity.
She uses photos and texts taken from newspapers, television and books — things and
images which appear very common to us. By balancing strangeness and intimacy, history
and interpretation she is pointing out the mechanisms that are established with our
perception of images.

For the exhibition Bildpolitiken (Picture Politics) she is presenting her piece Printed Women,
in which she examines the logic of the classification of “women”. This project consists of a
slide projection of about 300 selected photos taken from magazine and papers, unknown
and prominent faces of women from different fieids: fashion, politics, cuiture, pubilicity,
sport, chronicle, etc..

Installation view: Bildpolitiken / Picture Politics, April 24 - July 6, 2008, Salzburger Kunstverein, Austria
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The man the world is afraid of ... is actually a woman




